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History

In 1953, the Ford Motor Company celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its founding.
Believing that the Overseas Distributors Branch dealers and their employees would want
to know more about Ford history and the progress made over the past 50 years, the
company prepared a largely pictorial, bilingual issue of the Dealer Beacon which they
offered as a tribute to dealers, old and new. Also as part of the celebration, the company
commissioned Norman Rockwell, the famous American illustrator, to create six paintings
depicting scenes from the life of Henry Ford to be used in a calendar for the anniversary
year. The approximately thirty countries served by the Overseas Distributors Branch
began their own celebration activities. They printed and distributed the Norman Rockwell
calendars, ran advertisements and publicity material in the local press, designed posters,
and distributed commemorative coins and stamps. Many of the dealers also arranged
special anniversary dinners and parties, community celebrations and other activities.
Harrison Doty, Public Relations Manager for Ford International, asked the overseas
dealers to send samples and reports of their activities. He subsequently transferred these
materials to the archives at Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.

Scope and Content Note

This record group is comprised of celebration materials accumulated by foreign
branch plants of the Ford Motor Company and by the Public Relations Department, Ford
International in New York City. It includes correspondence, newspaper clippings,
photographs, memorials, magazines, posters and other publications which came from
European and South American countries, the British Isles, Africa, Australia, among other
countries. These records also include some materials from Ford International in New
York City. The records are divided into two series: Correspondence and Country Files.

Series I: Correspondence (1 folder). The series consist of the correspondence
incoming to Mr. Harrison P. Doty, who was the manager of the Public Relation
Department, Ford International. This correspondence came from overseas plants of Ford
Motor Company. The bulk of this consists of reports of anniversary activities in
individual countries.

Series II: Country Files (2 cubic ft.). The series contains miscellaneous materials
received from foreign Ford distributors. The countries include Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, and Uruguay. Included in this
material are publications, photographs and posters designed for individual countries.
This series also includes some files from Ford International in New York City: a detailed
report prepared by the Public Relations Department of Ford International, and some of
the sample commemorative calendars designed by Norman Rockwell.
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Description
Correspondence

Correspondence (incoming to Mr. Harrison P. Doty, 1953)
Countries Files, 1951-1953 (largely 1953)

Argentina
Miscellaneous
Newspaper Clippings (5 folders)
Calendars

Australia
Belgium

Miscellaneous
Memorials and photos
Publications

Brazil
Publications and newspaper clippings
Posters and Calendars

Canada
Chile

Photographs
Clippings
Calendars

Cuba
Denmark

Album (photos of "Birthday Party", posters, press release and
newspaper clippings)

Miscellaneous
Egypt
England
Finland
France
Germany

Miscellaneous
Publications
Posters

Italy
Newspapers
Magazines

Japan: Newspapers
Mexico: Publications
Netherlands

Correspondence
Newspapers and memorials
Magazines
Photos of factory, car, performance and conference

Portugal
Press release and publications
Calendars *

Scandinavia: Newspaper clippings
Spain

Articles
Calendars

Sweden
Miscellaneous
Photos of old car exhibition, gala dinner and fireworks



Ford Motor Company. Public Relations Department

Box No. Description „

Box 3 Calendars
Box 2 Turkey

Photos of car exhibition and advertisement
Uruguay: Publications
United States

Miscellaneous
Photos and album
Sample calendars
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FORD INTERNATIONAL - PUBLICATIONS

INVENTORY

Africa 1
Australia
Belgium
Brazil

Brazil (cont,)
Canada

Dealer News. Nov. 1949; Oct. 1953
Dealer's Confidential Bulletin, Jan* 194-9 - Sept. 1951
Ford Graphic. Jan. 19-49 -Oct. 1950
Miscellaneous Publications
News and Views Digest. Feb, 194-9 - Septc 1952

Canada (cont.)
News Releases. 194-9
Supervisory Newsletter. Jan. 194-9 - July 1952

Cuba
Denmark
Egypt
England

Ford Times. 1949-1953

England (cont.)
Ford Works News, Dec 194B - Mar- 1951

, 1952-1953
Miscellaneous Publications
The Motor, January to December 1954-? April 1953
-•Targets. Jan 194-6 - Aug. 1950
The Times. Octo 194-9,' Oct, 1950; Oct. 1951
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Finland
France
Germany
Holland

Holland (cont.)
India
Mexico
Miscellaneous Publications

New Zealand
Sweden
Switzerland

U.S.A.
Dealers Beacon 8
Edgewater Mews
Press Highlights
Quality Control

Italy
Auto Italiano 1954 9

Germany
Motor und Sport. 1954
Motor Kundschau. 1952, 1953, 1954

England
The Commercial Motor. 1953, 1954
The Auto Car. 1953, 1954
Publications
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