Archival Collection Finding Aid

TITLE: Ernest Gillard and Nancy Wauchek Wedding Photographs
ACCESSION NUMBER: 2026.21
CREATOR: Gillard, Ernest, 1920-2012
Gillard, Nancy Ann Wauchek, 1924-2011
INCLUSIVE DATES: 1943-1947
QUANTITY: 0.02 cubic ft. (1 folder)
LANGUAGE: Materials are in English.
ABSTRACT: During and just after WWII, resourceful American brides

transformed military parachutes into wedding gowns. Nancy
Wauchek created her wedding dress from the unused parachute
of her soon to be brother-in-law, Donald Gillard. The
photographs in this collection show the finished dress, as well
as Gillard during his tenure in the United States Navy.

RELATED MATERIALS: The wedding dress (98.75.1) is housed elsewhere in the
Collections of The Henry Ford. Researchers interested in
viewing this should contact Research Center staff.

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: The collection is open for research.

ARCHIVIST’S NOTE: Finding Aid prepared by Regina Parsell. Published October,
2026.
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