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OVERVIEW 

 

REPOSITORY: Benson Ford Research Center 

The Henry Ford 

20900 Oakwood Blvd 

Dearborn, MI  48124-5029 

www.thehenryford.org 

research.center@thehenryford.org   

 

 

ACCESSION NUMBER:  2002.1.1841 

 

 

CREATOR:     Ford Motor Company 

 

 

TITLE:    Metropolitan Motor Coach Company Records 

 

 

INCLUSIVE DATES:  1937-1950 

 

 

QUANTITY:    4.7 cubic ft. (4 boxes and 4 volumes) 

 

 

LANGUAGE:    The materials are in English. 

 

 

ABSTRACT:  In 1947, Ford Motor Company named the Metropolitan 

Motor Coach Company as the exclusive distributor of Ford 

motor coaches and parts. The Metropolitan Motor Coach 

Company Records, 1937-1950, contains correspondence 

and memos, cost estimates, budgets, inventories, logbooks, 

and ledgers pertaining to the production and sale of motor 

coaches. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

 

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS: This is an UNPROCESSED COLLECTION and has not 

yet been prepared for routine service (i.e. housed for safe 

handling, labeled, and cataloged). Access may be restricted 

in order to maintain physical and intellectual control, and is 

at the discretion of archives personnel. Researchers 

interested in access to unprocessed collections should 

contact Benson Ford Research Center staff to discuss 

collection availability. 

 

 

COPYRIGHT: Copyright has been transferred to The Henry Ford by the 

donor. Copyright for some items in the collection may still 

be held by their respective creator(s). 

 

 

ACQUISITION:   Donated to The Henry Ford in 2002. 

 

 

PREFERRED CITATION: Item, folder, box, accession 2002.1.1841, Metropolitan 

Motor Coach Company Records, Benson Ford Research 

Center, The Henry Ford 

 

 

PROCESSING INFORMATION: Collection is unprocessed. Inventory assembled from 

donor-supplied item listings, and has not been checked 

against material. Use this inventory as reference only. 

 

Partial draft inventory published February 8, 2021, by 

Janice Unger. 
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CONTAINER LIST 

Box no.  Description 

 

Box 1 

Metropolitan Motor Coach, 1946-1949 (includes reports and communications, contracts, 

and unit costs) 

Metro. Coach, 1949 

Cost estimate, Metro. Motor Coach bodies 

Wayne 

Correspondence and memos, 1948 

Mr. Crusoe, 1949 

Financial analyses, 1948 bus operations 

Future of the Bus Business, Fall 1948 

Bus production, 1948 

Bus, international, 1948 

Bus, 1948 pilot models 

Service complaints, 1948 

Wayne negotiation, 4 February 1949 

Bus price studies through September 1948 

Wayne, general, 1948-1949 

Balance sheet data, Wayne, 1948 

For Cameron, memos, letter, 1948 

Bus, inv. data, 1948 

Bus., inv., tools, etc. data, 1948 

Bus, market data 

Notes re: chronology, miscellaneous notes, 1948 

Bus, letter file, December 1948 

Bus, dealer organization, 1948 

Metro Coach, 1949 

Bus, TL miscellaneous notes, 1948 

“Long range” considerations, 1936-1947 

Wayne Works, 1948-1949 

Metropolitan Coach 

Daily notes, bus operations 

Wayne Works, Richmond, Indiana 

Cash budgets, draft copies, 17 January 1949 

Data collected 10 January-11 January 1949 

Cash budget projected, 26 October 1948 

Metropolitan Coach 

Chronology, 27 December 1948 

Drafts, August 1949 

Backup for drafts, August 1949 

Sales and profits 

Historical, August 1949 

Projected, August 1949 

Price study data, August 1949 
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Inventories, August 1947 

Tooling and engineering, August 1949 

Dealers, August 1949 

Industry, August 1949 

Drafts, November 1949 

Inventories, November 1949 

Costs, economic profit, November 1949 

Tax considerations, November 1949 

Liquidation 

December 1949 

February 1950 

Marmon Herrington offer, 31 January 1950 

Dealer data, 1948 

Dealer study, August 1949 

Parts sales to, 1949 

Miscellaneous memos, 1949-1950 

Orders, 1949 

Monthly analysis, 1949 

Ten day reports, 1949-1950 

Analyses of variables, 1949-1950 

 

Box 2 

Procedures, 1948-1949 

Ford Motor Coach, parts catalog, November 1948 

Supplemental compensation, 21 December 1949 

Dealer records 

Operators parts price list, 1937-1949 

Metropolitan Motor Coaches, service news, 1948 

The New Transit Bus, circa 1948 

Dealer service letters, masters, 1948-1950 

Agreement, Ford, Metropolitan, Wayne 

Letters to all dealers 

1948 

1949 

Minutes of Metropolitan Coach service meetings, 1948-1949 

Metropolitan Motor Coaches, Inc. 

Dealers parts price list, 1937-1949 

Financial statements, operating reports, July-September and November 1950 

U.S. Naugahyde, plastic coated fabric seat upholstery, sample brochure 

Ford Motor Coach, advertisements, specifications 

 

Box 3 

Account logbook, February 1949-January 1950 

Metropolitan Coaches journal entries 1950 
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Box 4 

Letter of receipt 

Income tax return for 1949 

Income tax return for 1950 

Ford Motor Co., accession records, 1964 

Metropolitan Coaches 

General ledger, accounts receivable and payable, 1950 

Income and expense ledger, 1949-1950 

General ledger, 1950 

Ledger, 1947-1949 

General ledger, 1948-1949 

Ledger, employee records, 1948-1949 

 

Loose volumes 

Metropolitan Coaches J/Es, February 1948-January 1949 

Metropolitan Coaches, ledger, 1949-1950 

Ledger, sales returns requests, February 1949-October 1950 

Metropolitan Coaches, accounts receivable and payable, 1947-1949 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


